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Everything we know as modern Europe began in Ancient Rome and Greece, including its name.  According to Greek and Roman myth, Europa, the daughter of the legendary Phoenician king of Tyre,  was carried to Crete by Zeus, in the guise of a bull which was an animal believed to be sacred by the “ctonie” religious cults in the region.  On Crete, Europa gave birth to Minos who would become the famous king of Crete and the husband of Pasiphae.  The clever architect Daedalus built Pasiphae a hollow cow in which she could hide.  In this way, Pasiphae attracted the attention of a sacrificial bull sent to Crete by Poseidon.  She thereby conceived a child that became the Minotaur, a creature half human, half bull.

Later, Daedalus also built a labyrinth for King Minos, in which the monstrous Minotaur was enclosed before he might escape from Crete.   D[image: image1.png]
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aedalus also built wings for his own son Icarus to fly.  But, the disobedient Icarus flew too close to the sun which caused the wax that held his wings together to melt and he plummeted into the sea and drowned. 

Daedalus then flew, himself, more successfully towards Cuma, near the Bay of Naples, and then on to Sicily. There he was said to have done many notable things. He came to be associated with many important ancient Greek structures and sculptures in Sicily which were seen as a reflection of his great genius. 
The myth of Europa plays a central role in many of the best mosaics and rare Roman paintings found in Pompei, near Napoli. The cataclysmic eruption of Vesuvius which buried and destroyed this ancient Roman city in 79 A.D.,  pristinely preserved several magnificent paintings and mosaics of Europa for modern Europe, which bears her name, and the world.  

For more information on the mosaics of Pompei see
http://www.pompeiisites.org/index.jsp?idProgetto=5&idLinguaSito=2

